HSC RESULTS FOR

THE CLASS OF 2024

| am so proud of the Class of 2024! There are some great successes
and overall, | am quite satisfied. As always, | know that these girls
are such great human beings - strong, articulate, caring about the
right things in life. They are very special to me!

There are 112 different stories of the 112 girls who make up the Class
of 2024. | wanted to include two of the many emails | received from the
girls themselves at the end of 2024 when their results were released:

In light of the HSC results coming out today, | wanted to express my
sincere thanks to you for the SCEGGS experience | have been fortunate
enough to have. Your teaching team has always had my best interests at
heart, with regards to my education and personal wellbeing, which has
made my 13 years at this school so special. They have inspired in me a
passion for learning and a desire for excellence, which has undoubtedly
led to my ATAR of 99.90 and to becoming an All-Rounder with state
ranks. However, SCEGGS’ impact on me extends far beyond just
academics. You have fostered an environment characterised by mutual
support and encouragement, and it is this that | will miss most about
my time at this school. My teachers and SCEGGS friends are incredibly
dear to me, having formed the safety net upon which | came to rely

SCEGGS DARLINGHURST

throughout the road to the HSC. There is a genuine sense of community
within the school walls, one which | am sure will endure throughout the
highs and lows that we encounter in our lives beyond the green gate.

| just wanted to say thank you so much for everything! | achieved an
ATAR of 98.75 which is something I'm really proud of and achieving
Band és and E4s in most of my subjects. SCEGGS - the teachers,

year coordinators and students made an environment where | felt like
everyone wanted me to succeed to the best of my ability and achieve
something | didn’t know | could. In particular, I'd never thought of myself
as a ‘maths’ person, and was very insecure of my abilities going into
Year 12, but my teacher, Ms Kaye pushed me and gave me confidence
that resulted in a 95/100 for Maths Advanced and a 43/50 for Maths
Extension 1. | really love maths now and want to continue studying it
somehow at university! | never thought I'd be saying that. Your leadership
fosters an environment where we can grow our strengths and find new
ones, we didn’t think we had. Learning at SCEGGS has been such a
privilege, and it’s an honour to now call myself an Old Girl!



So, how did we go?
NESA NOMINATIONS AND SELECTIONS

TOP ALL-ROUNDERS Fifteen students had their creative major works nominated for NESA
showcases.
Nineteen girls made the state’s “Top All-Rounders” list this ENCORE (Music): Lily Coombe (Music 1) and Teagan Barrack (Music 2)

year, having gained a mark of at least 90% in ten or more of

their HSC units, which is a great achievement for these girls: SHAPE (Design and Technology): Susannah Sheumack

ARTEXPRESS (Visual Arts): Hannah Guest

Teagan Barrack Eleanor Lawson

Leyla Bensan Georgina Madsen OnSTAGE (Drama): Madeleine Tudehope and Sienna Taylor (Individual

Sophia Chu Ariane Moisidis Project); Gemma Ashton, Charlotte Katz, Ava Nunley, Lauren Ransom

Rebecca Colwell Catherine Park and Marine Smith (Group Performance); Natasha Herbert, Sophie

G c llana Patk Gallagher-Horne and Susannah Sheumack (Individual Project and
race L-onway ana ratkar Group Performance)

Lily Coombe Julia Richards

Maggie Harper Lillian Shields Young Writers Showcase (Extension 2 English): Gabrielle Cunningham

d Ariane Moisidi
Sybilla Hooke Alexandra West and Ariane WowsIcls
Zara Hunt Janet Zheng And Hannah's and Natasha's works were selected for inclusion in

Josephine Jarvie the final exhibitions!

DISTINGUISHED ACHIEVERS STATE AWARDS

In individual subjects, we had 300 mentions in the First placed was achieved in French Continuers by llana Patkar.
Distinguished Achievers lists from 97 different girls (including llana was also third in the state for French Extension —

our Year 11 Accelerants). congratulations llana!

This means that 97 of the girls who sat one or more HSC Congratulations also to Janet Zheng who was fourth in Latin
examinations in 2024 gained in the top band with a mark over 0% Extension, Lillian Shields was equal fourth in Spanish Beginners

in one or more of their subjects — this is an excellent achievement and Hannah Guest equal eighth in Visual Arts.

for each of them in those subject areas, showing a particularly

strong performance in one or more of their subjects. 2



PERCENTAGES IN THE TOP TWO BANDS IN 2024

The table below represents the number of students, as a percentage of the SCEGGS candidature, who have achieved a mark in one of the top two
bands for the course. For comparison, the state percentage achieving in the top two bands is also provided. In a 2-unit subject, such as Ancient History,

a mark in one of the top two bands means a mark over 80%.

better than the equivalent NSW statistics in every case.

State SCEGGS State SCEGGS
Subiect SCEGGS Percentage | Percentage Subiect SCEGGS Percentage | Percentage
) Candidature | intop two | in top two ) Candidature | intop two | in top two
bands bands bands bands

Ancient History 15 36.84 93.3 Personal Development,
Biology 25 3542 88 Egil;cgtiz:)r;]d Physical 15 34.61 60
Business Studies 26 37.07 96.2 Physics 0 3825 55.6
Chemistry 21 38.69 95.2 Science Extension 1 81.55 ok
Design and Technology 25 4793 92 Studies of Religion I 12 46.6 58.3
Erama | 2 5“’1157 Zz‘j Visual Arts 33 66.75 100

COH.OI’T'IICS ' - Chinese Continuers 4 78.79 Fkk
English Standard 14 13.36 35.7 Chinese Extension 3 95 88 rE
English Advanced 78 67.53 90.8 French Continuers 11 63.04 100
English Extension 1 40 95.39 97.5 Fronch Extension 5 89,24 100
English Extension 2 14 87.23 92.9 Japanese Beginners 1 39: 18 et
Geography = 37.72 48 Latin Continuers 3 91.14 *kk
Mathematics Standard 2 35 28.59 774 Latin Extension ] 100 .
Mathematics Advanced 65 4996 73.8 Spanish Beginners 4 57 o5 667
Mathematics Extension 1 36 80.18 100 P : :
Mathematics Extension 2 12 86.27 100
Modern History 51 38.93 824
HiS‘tOI’y Extension 22 86.27 100 :CTEZTE ;zt[z:cilhﬁod“act; for small candidature subjects will not be reported in accordance with the
Mus?c 1 3 6/1.22 i When you run your fingers down those two last columns, you can see that
Music 2 / 84.21 85.7 the percentages of SCEGGS girls in the top two bands are significantly
Music Extension 97.17 faled
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ATARS

Schools were provided with the students’ ATARs again this year,
provided that the individual student gave their consent to UAC to
provide this information to us. This meant that again this year, the ATARs
were released to the girls directly at 9am and then schools about an hour
later. We still asked the girls to email us or ring in and let us know how
they went — mostly because we love to hear from them all!

It is important to remember:

The ATAR is a rank, not a mark, so for example an ATAR of 92 indicates
that the student has performed well enough in the HSC to be placed in
the top 8% of their age group.

Based on the ATARs provided, the Class of 2024 achieved
the following results:

13 students scored above 99
22 students scored above 98
43 students scored above 95
65 students scored above 90
89 students scored above 80

Congratulations to Rebecca Colwell who gained the highest ATAR at
SCEGGS - 99.95! She is one of 51 students across NSW who gained this
maximum result this year and one of only nine girls to do so —what a
great achievement!

It is equally important to recognise that approximately 60% of our cohort
has gained an ATAR over 90, i.e. is the top 10% of NSW, which reflects
the depth of performance across the whole cohort and the quality of the
teaching staff too.




From the media ...

Leagues tables are constructed around a somewhat contrived metric
called “Success rate” (media terminology for students gaining a mark
of 90% or more in a course). The more students that receive a mark of
90% or more in a course, the higher this “success rate” is.

As | have said many times, | think it is important to step back for a
moment and ask yourself “what does this actually mean?” Is a mark over
90% a good thing ...?

Can you compare a mark of 90% in one subject with a mark of 90%
in another subject? Does it make sense that achieving 90% in a
high-level Mathematics course, such as Mathematics Extension 1, is
the same level of success as achieving 90% in Standard Mathematics?
What about in other courses with different levels, such as Languages
or Music or English ...?

Do the same number of students achieve more than 90% in each
course? Over 35% of students studying Music Course 2 gained 90,
and more than 25% of students studying French gained a mark over
90. Whereas 8.43% of students studying PDHPE gained over 90, and
6.67% of Biology students gained over 90.

Is a higher success rate what we want for our students? If students
were encouraged to study fewer subjects, to attempt fewer units, to
study the minimum, to narrow their education simply to maximise
this success rate - is that what we would want for our students and for
their future?

... and perhaps worst of all, is it the case that a student who received
89% in 6 different courses isn't “successful” at all?

The problem with reducing something as complex as education and
schooling to a single measure such as this ‘success rate’ is that we cannot
differentiate between any of these situations!

Equally, | recognise the importance that many families place on this

sort of ‘earned media’ and that this data is used as a trusted and
independent source of information about schools. Both the Sydney
Morning Herald and Daily Telegraph are reporting us as 16th in the
state, with a success rate of 44.25% (down from 46.37% last year; state
median success rate is 5.47%). Interestingly, these percentages have also
increased a little this year, so that we would have needed a rate of 49.4%
to achieve a similar 9th ranking to what we got last year.




Where to from here:

We will continue to undertake a more careful analysis in the next couple
of months of all the data we can acquire. We will look at the ATAR each
student gained, which subjects counted in the calculation of her ATAR
and which didn’t. We will look at which options and electives we chose
within courses, and how our students performed in each of these. We
will use all of this to help us assess how this group of girls performed
against their potential. And this year, as with all years, we will identify
the areas that we can do even better for the following year. As usual,
we will continue to work on all aspects of our programs to ensure we
are delivering the best education possible in every area.
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Our full analysis of all the results has yet to be completed, and of course
each year's cohorts are different — they select different subjects based
on their differing interests, strengths, talents and abilities, and hence
there will always variation between years, but overall, the Class of 2024
appears to have done well, and we are all very happy, and proud of
them all.

Jenny Allum




