HSC RESULTS FOR

THE CLASS OF 2023

| am so proud of the Class of 2023! They have done extremely
well in many diverse areas across the curriculum, and even more
importantly, they are wonderful human beings too.

Like so many before them, they have learned a lot through their teenage
years. They are warm and inclusive and have a sense of fun, but they
know how to work hard too. The Class of 2023 can laugh and enjoy each
other’s company, but they also understand that every relationship has its
ups and downs, and that knowing how to resolve these disagreements
is as important as any lesson in life. And although their school journey
was a little disrupted in Year 9 and 10 during the “COVID years”, but
they have bounced back academically with their characteristic resilience,
determination and good humour.

| wanted to include one of the many emails | received from the girls
themselves at the end of 2023 when their results were released:

| am writing to express my gratitude for my time at SCEGGS and to share
what | think my next chapter is shaping up to be. My ATAR was a 97.3 — a
number which | am very pleased with and, although | never set myself a
firm goal, | think exceeded my expectations. Although | find it easier to
think of the times where | could have tried harder or studied for longer,

SCEGGS DARLINGHURST

overall, | am proud of the year | had and the effort | put into my subjects.
| particularly look to a subject like Chemistry; My marks in year 11 were
certainly not the most optimistic looking, and for a good while | was

sure half of it wouldn't count towards my ATAR, however the unfailing
encouragement from [my teachers], saw it to become one of my favourite
subjects. In the end | was just one mark off from getting a band 6 —
something which I think is a real personal achievement and has taught
me an extremely important lesson about pursuing goals with grit and
determination, and not being afraid to ask for help. Even more so, next
year | have decided to make the move to Melbourne, to study a Bachelor
of Science with a hope of majoring in Chemical Engineering (a sentence,
which if you had asked me this time last year, | never thought would
leave my mouth!)

Yesterday, someone asked me if | wish | hadn’t been at SCEGGS since
kindergarten—if | wish | had attended a different primary school. | tend
to always have a little chuckle to myself when | get asked this because
the answer to me is so unfailingly clear. The community at SCEGGS - the
interaction between students and teachers, and the unapologetic spirit
and passion put towards co-curriculars, learning, and house events — has
been such a defining factor for who | am today. | so distinctly remember
the year 6 girls | looked up to when [ started, and the year 12s | admired
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when | entered year 7, and | found whenever | stepped into a position of
being an “older girl”, or now as | find myself navigating new experiences
and positions of leadership, | can so easily draw on the qualities which |
learnt from those within the SCEGGS community. This is an experience
that | wouldn’t want to trade for anything.

It has been an upmost privilege to be a SCEGGS girl, and | aim to
navigate the rest of my life with the strength, courage, and boldness
of spirit which SCEGGS has taught me so well.

So, we congratulate each and every one of you — there are many
indicators that this cohort has done particularly well and we are
extremely proud of you alll

DISTINGUISHED ACHIEVERS

In individual subjects, we had 302 mentions in the
Distinguished Achievers lists from 104 different girls
(including our Year 11 Accelerants).

This means that 104 of the girls who sat one or more HSC
examinations in 2023 gained in the top band with a mark

over 90% in one or more of their subjects — this is an excellent
achievement for each of them in those subject areas, showing a
particularly strong performance in one or more of their subjects.

TOP ALL-ROUNDERS

Twenty-one girls made the state’s “Top All-Rounders” list this
year, having gained a mark of at least 90% in ten or more of their
HSC units, which is a great achievement for these girls:

Ruby Cooney Leyla Ozen

Laura Davies Mietta Paipetis

Lara Enright Portia Palmerlee
lanna Fatouros Madeleine Phillips
Lyla Hayes Scarlett Phillips
Alexandra Kuo Helena Piazza
Georgia McCormack Arella Plater

Sienna Monahan Coco Riminton
Isabella Morgan Gabriela Skettos
Eliza Newton Jemima Louie Smith

Chloe Norman

This is a great achievement for them all and is the largest number of
students in this group since at least 2010 (and possibly longer!)




CREATIVE NOMINATIONS

A number of our Year 12 girls have had their creative major works
nominated for the various state-wide exhibitions and showcases
organised by NESA. These included:

Kate Ambrogio (ART EXPRESS, the statewide art exhibition)

Anne-Marie Aroney, Natayleah Georgetown, Lucia Habib,

Eva Harris, Zoe Keusgen, Amelia Moran, Eliza Newton, Billie Palmer,
Scarlett Phillips and Allegra Sintras (OnSTAGE, the statewide
Drama Showcase)

Matisse Asher, Gagara Farrawell, Grace MacCormick, Arella Plater
and Connie Vertzya (Shape, the statewide Design and Technology
Showcase)

Rebecca Colwell, Lara Greenfield and Rochelle Wang (ENCORE,
the statewide Music Showcase concert)

STATE AWARDS

In Chinese Extension, our entire cohort of 4 students placed
in the top 5 in the state! So Mietta Paipetis came first in the
state, followed closely by Jemima Louie Smith (2nd), Sophie
McGrath (3rd) and Elizabeth Lapham (5th). As one of the newer
courses in our HSC offering, we are absolutely thrilled. In
Mietta’'s words in an email to me this week:

| think it goes without saying that achieving first in the course
would not have been possible without the incredible commitment
of my teachers, Ms Dong and Ms Zhou, and the passion, hard
work and support from my classmates Sophie, Libby and Jemima
over the past five years. | was so lucky to study in a class where
my peers valued collaboration over competitiveness. From the
beginning of the course, we were eager to share our notes and
resources - when someone wrote a good passage for homework,
or in an exam, we would read it together as a class and
congratulate our friend on their unique ideas and mastery of the
language. Jealousy over marks was never a thought that entered
the classroom. | believe that our unwavering desire to see the
brilliance in each other and our drive to lift each other up is what
has led me to this result. They inspired me to work harder, to think
more deeply, and to be a kinder and more understanding person.

| am so grateful for the ethos of kindness fostered amongst the
students at SCEGGS. At this school, there is such joy associated
with learning.




There is a ceremony held each year with the Minister of Education
which celebrates the students from all NSW high schools who have
come first in every course. It was lovely to see the five SCEGGS
girls gathered around the sign at this event earlier this week, as

STATE AWARDS continued captured in the photo taken by a very proud Mum!

Arella Plater was first in NSW in Design and Technology -
again an extraordinary achievement in a course that requires
expertise in design, skills to create the work itself and then the
skills to excel in an HSC examination on the theoretical content :
too. In addition, Connie Vertzyas was 8th in the state and ﬁr
Grace MacCormick was 9th in the state.
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+ " Celebrating
Rebecca Colwell was first in the state in Music 2 — as a Year 11 r - HSC >
accelerant in this course. ' | :  First in Cour: 0‘ ;" :

Nicola Allen was 4th in the state in French Continuers. students
Coco Riminton was 6th in the state in History Extension.

Ariane Moisidis was first in Modern Greek Extension which
she studied externally through the Secondary College of
Languages at Ashfield and lanna Fatouros was first in Modern
Greek Beginners which she studied externally through the
NSW School of Languages.

SCEGGS Girls First in the state: (From L to R): Ariane, lanna,
Mietta, Arella and Rebecca




PERCENTAGES IN THE TOP TWO BANDS IN 2023

The table below represents the number of students, as a percentage of the SCEGGS candidature, who have achieved a mark in one of the top two
bands for the course. For comparison, the state percentage achieving in the top two bands is also provided. In a 2-unit subject, such as Ancient History,
a mark in one of the top two bands means a mark over 80%.

Subject SCEGGS State SCEGGS Subject SCEGGS State SCEGGS
Candidature | Percentage | Percentage Candidature | Percentage | Percentage
in top two in top two in top two in top two
bands bands bands bands

Ancient History 12 32.37 91.7 Music Extension 1 95.84 100
Biology 25 31.82 68 Personal Development,
Business Studies 29 35.75 86.2 Health and Physical v 307 64.7
Chemistr 24 38.2 83.3 Education
= ° yd — - ey o Physics 18 38.8 55.6
De5|gn and 'echnolody ” 60' P ” Science Extension 5 7795 80
- rama - e o Studies of Religion Il 5 4598 40
ECOT_O:;S o - . G Visual Arts 36 65.44 917
Englfsh Atjn ar 3 %9 67'12 90'9 Chinese Continuers 4 70.1 100
Englfsh - vance 1 - o123 o Chinese Extension 4 98.07 100
Englfsh ExtenSfon 5 - 82'52 100 French Continuers 7 589 85.7

nglish Extension : French Extension 2 84.06 100
Geography 7 #.63 88.9 Japanese Beginners 2 37.25 100
Ln:gr%iﬂﬁglz:;;esses 3 31.33 100 Latin Continuers 7 83.74 85.7
Mathematics Standard 2 | 28 31.42 71.4 Latin Extension 4 97.82 100
Mathematics Extension 1 | 46 71.8 913 Spanish Beginners > 56.24 80
Mathematics Advanced | 74 49.72 77
Mathematics Extension 2 | 10 85.67 90 * Please note: the data for small candidature subjects will not be reported in accordance with the
Modern History 44 34.86 88.6 schoal's Privacy Policy.
History Extension 17 85.21 100 This clearly demonstrates how well the Class of 2023 has performed in
Music 1 S 68.7 100 relation to the state.
Music 2 2 85.28 100
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ATARS

For the first time since 1997, schools were provided with the student
ATARSs this year, provided that the individual student gave their consent
to UAC to provide this information to us. We still asked the girls email us
or ring in and let us know how they went — mostly because we love to
hear from them all!

It is important to remember:

The ATAR is a rank, not a mark, so for example an ATAR of 88 indicates
that the student has performed well enough in the HSC to be placed in
the top 12% of their age group.

From the ATARs that were provided to us, the Class of 2023 gained:

11 girls over 99
25 girls over 98
45 girls over 95
66 girls over 90

88 girls over 80

Congratulations to Isabella Morgan (who was our Dux based

on internal assessment) who gained the highest ATAR at SCEGGS
- 99.85. What a great achievement! | think it is equally to recognise
that 60% of the cohort has gained an ATAR over 90, ie is the top
10% of NSW, which is a reflection of the depth of performance
across the whole cohort and the teaching staff too.

There are 110 different stories of the 110 girls who make up the Class of
2023. | thought | would share just two quotes from the emails | received
at the time the results were released, the first from a student and the
second from parents:

| have just received my ATAR of XX. This is a score which | am extremely
proud of, and it will hopefully allow me to get into Commerce Law at the
University of Queensland which was my goal for next year. My goal was
to get above <XX and | am incredibly proud to have accomplished this.
However, | could not have achieved this without the support, guidance,
and teachers at SCEGGS. The teaching at SCEGGS is amazing and | will
be forever grateful for attending this incredible school. Not only does
SCEGGS excel academically, but the community, staff, and girls were
pivotal to helping me achieve this score. Despite the HSC seemingly
being the “worst year” of our lives, SCEGGS allows us to pursue sport,
leadership, friendships, co-circulars and more, whilst reaching great
academic achievements, making my time at SCEGGS both enjoyable and
fulfilling.

[We] extend our greatest thanks to you all in the support, education,
guidance, and nurture you have provided for our daughter .... Joining
SCEGGS in Year 7 [she] was quiet, timid and a little overwhelmed.

We called her our ‘little star’ and feel blessed and grateful as we have
watched her light shine through her time at SCEGGS ... Jenny, Holly, and
Andrew thank you and all your brilliant and dedicated colleagues for our
6 amazing years at SCEGGS. We congratulate you and your talented,
passionate and caring team of educators and auxiliary staff for all they do
each and every day. May you always have the strength to do what you
do. I wish I could sprinkle a little SCEGGS sparkle across all schools. May
your light always shine. Congratulations to all teachers and Year 12 2023!



From the media ...

Leagues tables are constructed around a somewhat contrived metric
called “Success rate” (media terminology for students gaining a mark of
90% or more in a course). The more students that receive a mark of 90%
or more in a course, the higher this “success rate” is.

As | have said many times, | think it is important to step back for a
moment and ask yourself “what does this actually mean?” Is a mark over
90% a good thing....?

Can you compare a mark of 90% in one subject with a mark of 90% in
another subject? Does it make sense that achieving 90% in a high-
level Mathematics, such as Mathematics Extension 1, is the same level
of success as achieving 90% in Standard Mathematics? What about

in other courses with different levels, such as Languages or Music or
English ...?

Do the same number of students achieve more than 90% in each
course? Over 40% of students studying Music Course 2 gained 90,
and more than 30% of students studying French gained a mark over
90. Whereas 6.88% of students studying PDHPE gained over 90, and
7.11% of Biology students gained over 90.

Is a higher success rate what we want for our students? If students
were encouraged to study fewer subjects, to attempt fewer units, to
study the minimum, to narrow their education simply to maximise
this success rate - is that what we would want for our students and for
their future?

... and perhaps worst of all, is it the case that a student who received
89% in 6 different courses isn't “successful” at all?

The problem with reducing something as complex as education and
schooling to a single measure such as this 'success rate’ is that we cannot
differentiate between any of these situations!

Equally, | recognise the credibility that many families place in this sort of
‘earned media’ and that this data is used as a trusted and independent
source of information about schools. The Sydney Morning Herald is
reporting us as 9th in the state, with a success rate of 46.37% (up from
44.38% last year; state median success rate is 5.47%).

Where to from here:

We will continue to undertake a more careful analysis in the next couple
of months of all the data we can acquire. We will look at the ATAR each
student gained, which subjects counted in the calculation of her ATAR
and which didn’t. We will look at which options and electives we chose
within courses, and how our students performed in each section of these
courses. We will use all of this to help us assess how this group of girls
performed against their potential. And this year, as with all years, we will
identify the areas that we can do even better for the following year. As
usual, we will continue to work on all aspects of our programs to ensure
we are delivering the best education possible in every area.

A last word about the impact of scholarships ...

Lastly, | wanted to share an email | received from a girl in Year 12 as
| think she has articulated so beautifully just what a difference a full
scholarship can make ...

Dear Ms Allum,

| hope you are well!l | am emailing in to thank you, the SCEGGS staff, and
community for everything over the past 6 years. When | saw [my ATAR]
on the screen it almost brought me to tears, and it got me thinking about
how it wouldn’t have been possible without SCEGGS. | was thrilled with
my ATAR and I've received a few interviews for medicine already. | am
hoping to get into UNSW, and | have my interview early next week. | was
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particularly proud of my Chemistry mark — | spent endless amounts of
hours on past papers, getting continuously disappointed through the year
but always trying again, and the results really reflected my hard work.

Although | have come out with a number, | have taken far more from my
SCEGGS education. | always felt so supported here, through my ups and
downs, knowing there were always people who wanted me to succeed
and would help me along the way. The unwavering enthusiasm, passion
and good humour of my teachers over the last 6 years has shaped me
into a lifelong learner, and | am so grateful for my teachers who always
had my back. Of course this is a testament to the inclusive environment
that you cultivate, Ms Allum, and you are truly one of my role models.
You have taught me to have the courage of my conviction, resilience, that
the best leaders are not always the loudest, and to be kind to everyone
that | come across. | have been so inspired by you in particular, and your
lessons of independence and standing up for what you believe in have
shaped who | am today.

| have grown from a shy, anxious 12 year old to a strong-willed and
confident young adult and I truly have SCEGGS to thank. During my time
at SCEGGS, | wanted to try everything. My lunchtimes and afternoons
were always packed with miscellaneous activities, and | am very happy

| kept up all my co-curriculars in Year 12, allowing me to balance
academics and seize numerous opportunities outside the classroom.
Adventuring to all ends of Sydney in debating, Tildesley camaraderie,
and Chess club (I never won a match) have taught me so much about
myself and others. | do not think | would have had any of these diverse
opportunities had | not been at SCEGGS.

Being on a full scholarship, results day holds a lot of meaning to me.
Without the generosity of the Murray Family, | would not only have not
achieved such high results, but | would not be the person | am today.
Attending SCEGGS has been the best experience ever, and something

that | could never have imagined — it is truly such a wonderful school,
creating free, independent and innovative minds. It is an immense
privilege that you, Ms Gyton, and Mr Gallagher chose me to attend

— words cannot express how much it has changed my life. If it is at all
possible to get in touch with someone from the Murray Family, | would
love to express my gratitude to them or pass on my results should they
want them @ | tried to stay true to my all-rounder position by doing
absolutely everything | could!

Although there were times when | felt | didn't belong here, the SCEGGS
community time and time again welcomed me. The smiles of Mr Lee on
the gate always cheered me up on those days and reminded me how
special SCEGGS is. | am going to miss it so much, but it is definitely time
for me to make my way in the world and use my education to benefit
others. | will miss tying my ribbon in the morning, belting Girls of the
Grammar School and walking past your office up to Latin, but all good
things must come to an end, and SCEGGS has taught me that change
can actually be a good thing.

This is just a small outpouring of how much gratitude and love | have for
SCEGGS and all the teaching staff — | hope that you have a lovely and
restful break before an exciting new year!

So while our full analysis of all the results is still underway, and of course
each year's cohorts are different — they select different subjects based
on their differing interests, strengths, talents and abilities, and hence
there will always variation between years, but overall, the Class of 2023
appears to have done extremely well, and we are all very happy, and
proud of them all.

Jenny Allum
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