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SCEGGS Darlinghurst 
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Wilkinson House  
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Subject 
Compliance Testing – 
Conditions F6 & F7 

Revision 02 

Distribution to 

Attention Company Email 

Warwick Smith Sandrick wsmith@sandrick.com 

Adrian Craig SCEGGS AdrianCraig@sceggs.nsw.edu.au  

Eleni Chrysafis ADP Consulting  e.chrysafis@adpconsulting.com  

Will Gouthro  ADP Consulting w.gouthro@adpconsulting.com  

Introduction 

This letter presents the results of acoustic compliance testing conducted at SCEGGS, 215 Forbes Street, 

Darlinghurst, to demonstrate compliance with Conditions F6 and F7 – Operational Noise Limits and 

addresses the comments in the Request for Further Information letter by the Department of Planning, 

Housing and Infrastructure, dated 5th June 2026.  

Conditions F6 and F7 are reproduced below for reference: 

“Operational Noise Limits 

F6. The Applicant must ensure that noise generated by operation of the development does not 

exceed the noise limits in the SCEGGS Wilkinson House, Noise Impact Assessment, 

Acoustics Report prepared by ADP Consulting Pty Ltd and dated 15 October 2021 

(Revision 2).  

F7. The Applicant must undertake short term noise monitoring in accordance with the Noise 

Policy for Industry where valid data is collected following the commencement of use of 

each stage of the development. The monitoring report must be submitted to the Planning 

Secretary within two months of commencement use of each stage of the development to 

verify that operational noise levels do not exceed the recommended noise levels for 

mechanical plant identified in the SCEGGS Wilkinson House, Noise Impact Assessment, 

Acoustic Report prepared by ADP Consulting Pty Ltd and dated 15 October 2021 (Revision 

2). Should the noise monitoring program identify any exceedance of the recommended 

noise levels referred to above, the Applicant is required to implement appropriate noise 

attenuation measures so that operational noise levels do not exceed the recommended 

noise levels or provide attenuation measures at the affected noise sensitive receivers.” 

Reference documents  

The following documentation has been used in preparing this letter: 

mailto:wsmith@sandrick.com
mailto:AdrianCraig@sceggs.nsw.edu.au
mailto:e.chrysafis@adpconsulting.com
mailto:w.gouthro@adpconsulting.com
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• SCEGGS Wilkinson House, Noise Impact Assessment, Acoustic Report prepared by ADP Consulting 

Pty Ltd and dated 15 October 2021 (Revision 2).  

• Construction Noise & Vibration Management Sub-Plan (CNVMSP) prepared by ADP Consulting Pty 

Ltd, Revision 03 and dated 7 March 2023.   

• NSW Environment Protection Authority (EPA), Noise Policy for Industry, Sydney, 2017. 

• Request for Further Information letter referenced SSD-19989744-PA-38, dated 5th June 2026 and 

provided by the Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure.  

Site Analysis and Measurement Locations 

A site investigation has been carried out by this office to identify nearest noise sensitive receivers to the 

proposed development. The following nearest noise sensitive premises to the proposed development are 

noted (also shown in Figure 1): 

• Educational receivers:  

• R1.a: Joan Freeman Science & Technology Building, directly to the west of the subject site.  

• R1.b: Joan Freeman Science & Technology Building, 25m to the west.  

• R12: SCEGGS Old Girls Building at approximately 60m to the south-west.  

• R14: SCEGGS Primary School, 100m to the south-west.  

• Place of worship receivers: 

• R2.a: Heritage listed St Peter’s Church “Great Hall” at approximately 30m to the north-west.  

• Commercial receivers 

• R3: Commercial tenancies on ground floor of mixed-use building 40m to the north.  

• R4: Commercial tenancies on ground floor of mixed-use buildings 45m to the north-east. 

• Library receiver  

• R13 – SCEGGS Library Building approximately 100m to the south-west. 

• Residential receivers  

• Receiver 3: 6-level mixed-use building at approximately 40m to the north.  

• Receiver 4: 5-level mixed-use development at approximately 45m to the north-east.  

• Receiver 6: 4-level residential apartment building approximately 20m to the east (184 Forbes 

Street). 

• Receiver 7: Multi level residential apartment building approximately 25m to the southeast (184 

Forbes Street).  

• Receiver 8: 3-level residential apartment building approximately 50m to the south (186 Forbes 

Street).  

• Receiver 10.a: Residential single dwellings approximately 40m to the west of the subject site. 

• Receiver 10.b: Residential single dwellings approximately 60m to the south-west.  

• Active recreation receivers 

• R9: Centenary Sports Hall directly to the south of the proposed development.  

• R5: Tennis court and swimming pool approximately 50m to the east.  

• Passive recreation area receivers  

• R11a: Outdoor sitting area, approximately 15m to the west. 

• R11b: Outdoor sitting area, approximately 15m to the south-west. 

• Other 

• R2.b: Heritage listed St Peter’s “Playhouse”, approximately 25m to the north.  

• R2.c: Diana Bowman Performing Arts Centre, approximately 10m to the north.  
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Figure 1 Site plan (adapted from the Construction Noise and Vibration Management Sub-Plan report) 

 

 

  

A1 – A2 Attended measurement locations 

Mechanical plant location 
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A2 

14 – 24 September 2018 

 

16 June 2026 
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Acoustic testing 

Acoustic testing was undertaken by ADP Consulting on Tuesday 16 June, between 1:30 pm and 3:00 pm, 
with no adverse weather conditions observed. Testing was conducted during day-time period as the subject 
development and associated mechanical equipment will not operate during evening and night-time periods.  

The following equipment was used during the testing: 

> Brüel and Kjær 2250 Integrating Sound Level Meter (S/N: 3011318) 

> Brüel and Kjær Sound Calibrator Type 4231 (S/N: 3018299) 

All instrument systems are laboratory calibrated using instrumentation traceable to Australian National 
Standards and certified within the last two years thus conforming to Australian Standards. The 
measurement system was also field calibrated prior to and after noise surveys. Calibration drift was found 
to be less than 0.2dB during measurements. No adjustments for instrument drift during the measurement 
period were warranted. 

A summary of the attended noise measurement locations and measured noise levels are presented in Table 
1. Measurements were conducted in accordance with the procedures outlined in Australian Standards AS 
2253 and AS 1276, as well as Section B2.2 of the Noise Policy for Industry.  

Measurements at the residential receivers on Bourke Street were not undertaken due to significant 
influence from traffic noise associated with William Street. Instead, a measurement was conducted within 
the rooftop plant area at a distance of 1.5 m from the condenser units and 1 m from the toilet exhaust fans. 
The measurements have been adopted as the baseline for calculating noise emissions to these receivers. 

Table 1 Attended noise measurement results 

Noise measurement location Measurement date/ 
period 

Measured 
background noise 
level LAeq(15min) 

Measured 
background noise 
level L90(period) 

A1 – Western façade of 
Residential Receiver R7 (184 
Forbes Street) with unobstructed 
view of the subject site 
approximately 3.5 m above the 
natural ground level 

Tuesday 16 June 2026/ 
1:30 pm – 3:30 pm 

55 52 

A2.a – On the mechanical plant 
rooftop at 1.5 m from the centre of 
the condenser units with 180 
degrees view of the mechanical 
plant at normal operation  

58 56 

A2.b - On the mechanical plant 
rooftop at 1 m from the toilet 
exhaust fans while on operation 

59 58 

Refer to Figure 1 for detailed measurement locations.  

Results 

The following table presents the results of the noise measurements and a comparison with the applicable 

noise emission criteria (project trigger levels). 
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Table 2 Short-term noise measurement results and comparison with noise emission criteria  

Measurement 
Reference 
Number  

Measurement 
Location  

Period Short-term 
measurement 
results dB(A) 
LAeq, 15min 

Project trigger 
levels for 
daytime, dB(A) 
LAeq 15-min 

Compliance 
with project 
trigger levels?  

A1 Forbes Street at 
western side of 
Residential 
Receiver R7 

Daytime (during 
school operation) 

Inaudible at 55 55 Yes 

The measured LAeq,15min at the nearest noise-sensitive receivers on Forbes Street was 55 dB(A), which is 

compliant with the project trigger level at 55 dB(A).  

Table 3 Predicted noise levels at nearest residential receiver at 152 Bourke Street 

Measurement 
Reference 
Number  

Measurement 
Location  

Period Predicted noise at 152 
Bourke Street, 40m to 
the west 

Project trigger 
levels for 
daytime, dB(A) 
LAeq 15-min 

Compliance 
with project 
trigger levels?  

A2.a. & A2.b. On the rooftop 
of the 
mechanical 
plant area  

Daytime  < 40 52 Yes 

The predicted noise levels at the nearest residential noise sensitive receiver to the east (152 Bourke 

Street) was found to be compliant with the project trigger levels.  

DISCUSSION 

Measurement methodology 

Attended noise measurements were conducted in accordance with the relevant procedures outlined in 

Section B2.2 of the NSW Noise Policy for Industry (NPfI). This included the use of short-term attended 

measurements, during which transient extraneous noise events (such as passing vehicles or aircraft) were 

identified and excluded from analysis. 

Attended measurement locations 

Attended noise measurements were undertaken on the western side of the nearest noise-sensitive 

residential receiver on Forbes Street (Receiver R7) with an unobstructed line of sight to the Wilkinson 

Building (refer to Figure 1). 

The purpose of these measurements was to determine the existing noise levels at the nearest affected 

receivers and compare the results against the noise trigger levels established in the Acoustic Report 

prepared at the DA stage. 

The comparison indicates that the measured noise levels at the nearest noise-sensitive receivers comply 

with the applicable noise emission criteria. Refer to Table 1 for results. 

Noise criteria derivation 

The applicable noise trigger levels are defined as the lower of the amenity and intrusiveness criteria. 

Intrusiveness levels are derived from the background noise level (LA90) plus 5 dB, while amenity levels 

are prescribed in the NSW Noise Policy for Industry (NPfI) and vary depending on the receiver environment 

(urban, suburban, or rural). 

During the DA phase, noise monitoring was undertaken at the rear (eastern side) of residential Receiver 

R7 (refer to Figure 1) to establish noise emission criteria for the nearest noise-sensitive receivers to the 

east of the site. The results from this location were used to define project-specific criteria, particularly for 

determining the intrusiveness level (background plus 5 dB). As the monitoring location was relatively 

shielded from traffic noise, the measured background noise levels—and therefore the derived intrusiveness 

criterion—are considered conservative. 
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For the daytime period (during which the development and associated mechanical plant operate), the 

intrusiveness level was determined to be 55 dB(A), while the amenity level (in accordance with the NPfI) is 

58 dB(A). Accordingly, the more stringent intrusiveness criterion of 55 dB(A) has been adopted as the 

project noise emission limit. 

The same approach was adopted to establish noise trigger levels for residential noise-sensitive receivers 

located to the west and south of the subject development, resulting in a project noise trigger level of 52 

dB(A). 

Absence of measurement at noise sensitive receivers on Bourke Street 

Noise measurements at Bourke Street, and specifically at 152 Bourke Street could not be undertaken due 

to high background noise levels dominated by road traffic from William Street to the north. Instead, 

measurements were conducted on the rooftop adjacent to each item of mechanical plant. Using these 

measurements, noise emissions attributable to the subject mechanical plant were predicted at the receiver 

location and were found to comply with the applicable noise emission criteria. 

Overall, the assessment approach, including both the derivation of criteria and the verification 

measurements, is considered appropriately conservative. 

Statement for Certification 

Accordingly, we confirm that the measured operational noise levels comply with the applicable project 

trigger levels at the nearest noise-sensitive receivers on Forbes and Bourke Streets. As these locations 

represent the most exposed residential receivers, compliance at these sites is expected to ensure 

compliance at all other noise-sensitive receivers. As such, Conditions F6 and F7 have been complied with. 

Please do not hesitate to contact us should you require any further information or clarification. 

 

Eleni Chrysafis 

NSW Lead | Acoustics 

ADP Consulting Pty Ltd 


